Ryan Aeronautical Company
Model 72

During the 1953 evaluation by the US Navy the Model 72 (and the other competitors)
were put through a series of tests, including a period of use by actual students and
instructors. Twelve student pilots from various backgrounds, including the US Marine
Corps., were partnered with four instructors. The students were broken into groups of
four, and assigned to a specific trainer. The instructors were rotated between planes
to gather comments from experienced pilots.

The students knew they were part of the trainer's evaluation, and most of their flight
training, and all of their ground training was to be performed on the North American
SNJ - the Navy's standard trainer.
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WITH ADDITIONAL AIRSCOOPS

13'2 4"

SLIDING CANOPY WITH BLOWN PLEXIGLAS

SHORT VERTICAL STABILIZER FIN CAP

Naturally Ryan put a great deal of effort into promoting the Model 72's side-by-side
seating arrangement. This arrangement was preferred by both instructors and
students as it allowed them to see and show each other's actions.

Spins and aerobatic flight was common during flight training, although at least one
student commented that the Model 72 was, "too stable, and you had to work at spins,
etc."

In the end, the US Navy selected the Beech T-34 Mentor as their primary trainer.
Some attribute this decision to Ryan already having military contracts for experimental
VISTOL aircraft. Logically, Beech was already producing the Mentor for the US Air
Force, and inter-service commonality was probably a major factor in the competition's
outcome.
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93.0" TO 91.2" DIAMETER HARTZELL
VARIABLE PITCH PROPELLER
HC-12X20-1 HUB WITH (METAL)
BLADE MODELS 8428 OR 8433
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